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tec the * things o 
d to thoſe of W of : = 
991 4 body are followed with- 
ty than thoſe which 
foul; and chings which (periſh n heir uſl 

Few people. think of ne to. ther : 
ſelves a. hope which xeachey beyond the 
grave, and ftill fewer (ſuppoſing they 
have a hope) ſee io its being 3 ground. 
(ed; but the general cry. is, wig we hope to 
be ſaved as well as others, and if any are © 
loſt, ſurely. it will be thoſe who have been 
worſe than. ourſelves,” However, it is x 
intention to expoſe. the ſandy foundations 
ich ſuch perſpns build; and there ap- 
Earn ec, each of which I ſhall enj- 
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The firſt ſandy foundation on which 


many build, and which I am about to 
treat of, is, that of their endeavouring to 


fulfil the law of God for acceptance with 


him: this notibn ſeems to be rooted in 
dur very nature; for how hateful to us is 


any doctrine contrary to it. But the cauſe 
of our embracing ſuch a tenet, and re. 
taining it, is the blindneſs of our minds, 
both with reſpect to what the law requires, 


and the nature of us who are under it 


Theſe two things 1 ſhall take up in order, 
And, as to the firſt; I ſhall treat of the 
nature of the law under which we are 
born.—The apoſtle informs ns, Rom vii, 
14. The law is ſpiritual ;” it requires 


a ſpiritual nature to perform ſpiritual ac 


tions. The pſalmiſt alſo informs us, P/al, 
exix, 96. T hy commandments are ex- 
ceeding broad,” ſo broad, that they com- 
es our thoughts, words, and actions. 

ut, for the more clear diſcovery of the 
nature of the law, I ſhall explain every 
particular precept which it contains; and 
reader, in the reading of it, I beg thee 
to be honeſt with thyſelf ; and may God 


the Spirit give thee to ſee clearly the thing 
| which pertain to thy eternal peace, 


I am 


„ 
lam therefore to explain every pariieu- 
lar precept contained in the law; and 
to the firſt, . I may alſo add the ſecond, 
u they are expreſſive of one and the ſame 
thing +- namely, we are forbidden hereby 
Jo worſhip any thing beneath God, or to 
e pay adoration to any but the Moſt High. 
Even wealth, honors, and pleaſures are 
to be eſteemed as nothing, when in oppo- 
fition to him. But, where is the creature 
. ME who bas not, in ſome inſtance and degree, 

ME worſhipped the creature more than the 
e Creator? Where is the perſon to be found 
e who has not loved ſome one or more of 
the fore-mentioned things, to the negleR- 

s Wing of God? Is he to be found? St Pauli 
bound in his day none ſeeking after 
„God; Rom. iii. 11. There is none that 
ſeeketh after God; and with propriety- 
may it be ſaid, as it was then, ſo it is now: 
for J aſk thee, reader, haſt thou loved 
* the Lord thy God with al) thy heart, 
« with all thy ſoul, with all thy mind, 
'* and with all thy ſtrength ?”” Or rather, 
aft thou not loved ſome thing or things 
more than God? Surely here, Rom. iii. 19. 
every mouth muſt be ſtopped, and all. 
* the world ome guilty. before God. 
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The third commandment forbids our ti 


5 ning. the name of God in vain.— But In 


there ate two ways we may be guilty WW G 
hereof: the firſt is, when through 2 right, tl 
oran evil habit, we call upon Jehovah care. m 
leſsly, and unthinkingly. How common ii tc 
is this fin, even amon ng the (profefſedly) WM i 
politer part of mankind ; and if reproved I 
| 24 it, their anſwer generally is, We de. 
| Ggn no harm; whereas, the command i or 
& Thou ſhalt not take his name in vain.” ¶ tr. 
But there is a ſecond way of tranſgrefling M 
this command, namely, by hypocritically 
worſhipping God; for however many may he 
ſuppoſe, the bare calling upon him with 
their lips i is the worſhip he requires, yet, an 
if they will attend unto the Lord's charge Hof 


brought ga ainſt his worſhippers of old, on 
they Sill nd themſelves os; Ih 10 
xxix, 13, © This people draw near me th 
with their mouth, and with their lips do in 
honor me, but are removed their hean fo 
far from me.” The worſhip God requir pl. 
muſt be of the heart, and whatever is ſhon ba 
of that, is hypocriſy. Vet alas! many then n 
are who take the name of God in theirWthi 
mouths, (ir may be anſwering the mini. 
ter, or taying amen to what he aid) but the 


thei 


TI I 

their hearts are far from God. ob! 

„ haſt thou not often called ppon. 

careleſsly and indifferentiy? or haſt 
thou always had thy heart going with thy 

mouth ? Surely: thou wilt not be ſo vain as 


to anſwer in the affirmative, but rather 
ſay with the apoſtle, Rom. vii. 21. when 
( 


I wovld do good evil is preſent with me.“ 
Here then we may conclude all are guilty, 
our conſciences honing: witneſs to the 
a truth. 8 


Tze fourth ebene compre- 
J bends too things, namely, the ſerving of 
God one day in the week, and dee 
„and families fix days; the former is f 

el of in keeping holy the ſeventh 265 an | 
on it to do no work ourſelves, nor al- 
low any under us: but to ſerve and wor- 
« ſhip God in ſuch a manner as is implied 
in Ja. lviii. 13. If thou tu urn away thy 
foot from the ſabbath, from doing thy 
pleaſure on my holy day, and call the ſab- 
bath a delight, the holy of 'the Lord ho- 
norable, and ſhalt honor him, not doing 
thine” own ways, nor finding thine own 
pleature, nor ſpeaking thine own words; 
ey halt thou . thyſelf in the 
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Lord.” This is what the Lord by this 
commandtnent- requires; that we ſhould 


ſerve him on the ſabbath. without weari- 
ſotneneſs of body, or wandering thoughts 
but alas! inſtead of finding it @ pleaſure 
to ſerve God, has it not often been a 
even with many who have & it a day 
of pleaſure, bas it been with ſerving God? 
Ob! no, it has been in the fields, or in 
company, where the name of God is 
ſcarcely mentioned. Others there are who 


go to God's houle only to ſee and be ſeen, 


their eyes continually run to and fro thro 
the whole place, to ſatisfy their vain de- 


_ fires, not conſidering. the Lord requires 
the day to be kept holy to him. 
. . -The: ſecond thing ſpoken of in this 


commandment, is, our ferving ourſelves 
and families ſix days in the week: this ! 


underſtand to be the meaning of the 


words; “ Six days ſhalt thou labour and 


do all thy work“ The perſon, therefore, 


who negle&s his lawful calling, under 
whatever: pretence, is culpable. Surely the 
drunkard and ſpendthrift muſt be con- 


demnable, who neglect their occupations 
to the bringing: of their families to want, 


and 
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ind themſelves to diſtrets. Here, reader; 
examine thyſelt, both with reſpe& to thy 


— 9 . 
g thought, or fatigue erving 
thyſelf and fully fix days without — 
miſ ſpent ; and if thou be guilty in either 
reſpect, remember this precept condemns 
thee, and the curſe of it awaits thee, | 


Fl 


ſerving / 


- The fifth commandment requires us to 
honor and obey our parents, fo as -never 


o prove diſreſpeQtul either to them or 


their commands; but with delight to re- 
ceiye their inſtructions, and with chear- 
fulneſs ſerve them : but too evident is the 
difobedience of children by nature to be 
denied, ef cg fa s who have reli- 
gious parents; how backward are they 
when deſired to attend upon ordinances, 
or worſhip, either public or private. 
We ſee the petverſeneſs of youth, who, 
after all the admonitions, intreaties, and 
warnings-of their parents againſt ſin, per- 
ſiſt in it, and follow the multitude to do 
evil. Many a grey lock has gone to the 
grave in ſorrow, on account of a child's 
diſobedience. How haſt thou | behaved, 
who art peruſing this book? haſt thou 
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te ſmalleſt diſobed ience to the commands, 
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proved Juriful ; jm ne . En 
never to poſſeſt the Jeaft diflike, or. ſhew *" 


: or deſires of thy parents ꝰ Put this queſtion 
205 thy elf, "__ n ban e it. 


| The fixth i. Ay im ty „boa ſhale 
not kill,” is token by many an the moſt 
confin'd ſenſe, namely, the atrocious crime 
of ſhedding innocent blood; tho“ it be 
allowed this is included, yet, by attending 

40 an unerring expeſitor's determination, 
we thall find it far more extenſive, Maith, 
vr az. where we are informed, that 
anger is murder: for although it maj 
not terminate in the heinous ad, yet it 

pteceeds from the ſame ſource, and tends 

thereunto; of its own nature. If it be a 
lowed that the Prophet of the church can- 
not err, We muſt be judged by bis deci- 
ſion: therefore, the queſtion is, if we have 
_ cheriſhed anger,againſt any one, and trea· 
ſured up malice in our boſoms, to the 
burt of our on minds, and the prejudice 
of the perſon we have been angry with? 
If our conſciences condemn us; applica: 
ble are the words pteſci ibed after this and 
| 7 — commandment in the * of 

ng* 


bu] 
oland's communion fervice; % Lord 
ne n upon, 2d anke, or 
n ef this l.“ 2 1 4 


The leventk e | 3 ""Y 


duktery, in the fenſe: the laſt quoted author 
us gioen us. Many miſtake, as the Jews 
id of ol, the import. of this precep'> 
appears they undecſtood it to ſignify 
y the: heinous crime of. -unlawfu cos 
abiation and no doubt ooud ac 
uit thamtelves: thereof, but when attend- 
Fe at the true meaning, — who 
are prondunce themſelves not guilty 2 
bat, is an uwachafte thought dr idefire 
wbidden' in this law ? Ves, for Adareh. vil. 
8. our Lord's declaration d, . Whoſo - 
ver Joaketh upon a woman to luſt after 
115 committeth adultery with her al- 
ly 5 bis heart 1“ and "again, Marth; 
de Beere Le then we may Pp 
7 4 wo tho thoughts, and to the defires 
fie mind. Jchovah has alſo given ' 
. 1 to 1 2 
w ing any other beſide 
. w deore 
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y.the 8 adultery;: and for dil 
fake, the former is called natu- 
altery, which i is men- 
tioned in Fer. iti, 8, 9, 1d. And I faw, 
when for all the cauſes whereby back- 
_ fliding Ilrael committed adultery, I had 
put her away, and given ber a bill of 

vorce; yet het treacherqus filter Judah 


0 not, but went and played the har. 


Iſo... And it came to paſa, through the 


* li ightheſs; of her whoredom, that ſhe de- 
; fied: the land, and committed adultery 


with ſtones dand with ſtocks : and yet for 
all this, her treacherous ſiſter Judah hath 
not turned unto me wit her whole heart, 
but feignedly faith the Lord.“ By this 
ue ſee that the givingof our hearts to any 
one object — Supreme Being, is ſpi- 


ak . and doubtlels we. muſt 


take to the charge, for ho has not loved 
a cxeature · opmfort ſuperlatively, and had 


* er henne geiag after idols ? In vain are 


r cequivocations- reſpecting our guilt, 
ori Saut. 4 i, 6, The ſun; has ſhone up- 
on, We ſhall know, Rom. viii. . © the 


mind by, nature 1 zainft 
pls, [chat are 
God 


di 
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ple: ez forely, che Pharlise, er 
felf-r us perten, wan be condemned: 
aho, inſtead of wan 


on, a God man for — — 4 
y r * 

—4— this. t i 1ghteoute: 
they love, -adore, 2 we 9. 
fayoſt thou, way” forage an, © 

| thou” expect to merit heaven by thy 
power and ability? If thoudo 2 curſe 


this: commandment, hangs'ov over: reby guilty 
head-; but may e eee dies — 
ee 


The eighth G ee forbids. us 
to ſeal. -Inexprefibly -extenfive- is this 
/ of the taw ; notwithſtanding many 
wt, in their- apprehenſions, to the 
— gendmges an houſe, or burſting a 
lock; hut the commandment is, Then 
malt not 1ſteal any thing, not the mMoſt 
tnvial, elſe thou art culmable. But there iss 
a fecond meaning allo to this emmuan, . 
men Which is the robbing of God:? 
| age ho Lordie peopie with ef | 
old, Mat. ini. 8, « Will a man rob 

| God? * ye have robbed me: but ye ſay, 

B wherein 


3 


=_ Yor yehave robbed me, even this whole na- 
| tion.. Theſe people had neglected to 


be: pic f in tithe 


ings.— ( e are curſed with'a curſe: 


offer vnto the Lord what was his due, and 
what he required j and may it not be ap- 
plied to the whole raee of man; for how 
prone are we to boaſt: of ourſelves, ; when 
we have proſpered in an undertaking; in- 
ſtead of rendering praiſe and thankſgiving 
to the Almighty, for his bleſſing to our 
endeayours. Yes, we often, Hab. i. 6. 
4 Sacrice unto our net, and burn in- 
cenſe unto our drag; for which we are 
vol, < we are curſed.” out oft: 
The minis Cola adden va 
2 ſpeak the truth of our neighbour, when 
we relate any thing of him; but how com- 
mon for us to add to, or diminiſh - 
on of our friend or acquaintance ; 
well as to act in the ſame manner, to NN 
ditpraiſe, or diſgrace of a ſtranger, or one 
whom we eſteem not. Either way is 4 
breach of this command, altho” it be 5 
ny e to Pons latter. 5:0 
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ave any | 
implies; , we ſhould be fatisfied: wick what 
we ourfelves haye. But alas! who can 
bet, nor defire, what we ſee others poſ- 
ſefs! Oh t who has lived without covet- 
duſneſs:?- who can ſtand before God, and 
declate he has never deſired any thing of 
bis neigh denen der. much *. 4 e 
erearure "to (ay, ©. FACS TRY 
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born, which was the firſt thing propoſed. 
= am; in the ſecond: place, to ſhew the 
nature of us who ate under this law. And 
firſt; reſpecting the nature with which 
ve were hoes az: the plalmiſt informs us, 
Hal. Ii. 5. I was fhapen in iniquity, 
A fin did'my mother conceive me,” 
Now, if we were ſhapenin iniquity, &c, we 
muſt be'diametrically oppolitero what the 
law demands; tor it requires truth in 
che inward part: ſo agrees the apoſtle, 
Epb. ii. 3, We were by nature children 
z Wrath even as others. Alſo Rom. 
e viü. 7. “ The _ mind is enmity a- 


g of our ee es; * 6 


with this law? never to co- 


ag on of the law under which we were 
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God, —.— inet N ; 
| becauſe God faith, by his ſervant Jer. 
_ with, 23- It is natural for a leopard to 
have ſpots, and an Ethiopian a black com- 
Plection, ſo is it agreeable to the nature 
wich vuhich you were bore to commit evil. 

Our very an, is to ſin as ſoon as 
are born; the pſalmiſt aaquaints us, 

fel. luiit. 3. « The. wicked 4 pa 
| fem the womb, they go aftra n toon 

as they be born, ſpeaking lies. 
ech hon: therefore fhown the nature with 
which we were born, as to doing goed, or 
' having the leaſt inclination chereunto.— 
Let us attend, ſecohdly, to man's ſtrength 
by nature, for turning: to God ;. and here 

I Would oblerveagain, chat the Lord faic 

Auto ſinners of pid, Jer. xjü. a3. Can 
thbe Ethiopy A ge his ſkin, or the leo- 
erg his 1 ? (if they can work ſuch a 
| rv fragt ye alſo do good who 
| * accuſiomed to do evil. The St Paul 
agrees with this, where he ſays, Epb. ii, 
1. * You were dead in treſpaſſes and fins.” 

And Jeſus alſo ſpeaketh to this effect, 
Juabu v. 25. The hour is coming, an 

e ys when . 250 mall hear the 


voice 
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voice. 16 the Son of God, 1 n 


hear ſhall live:“ this then is our natural 
firength for turning to God, and his n 3 
obs to the: 5 . „ 


1 6. * Our ne is pere weakneſs, 
“ And all we have is fin 

0 us hearts are all uncleanneſs,. 
A den of thieves e "IM 


"uh 8 this be our fate; we are 
in the like condition with reſpe& to.ſpiri- 
tual things, as a dead perſon is to tempo- 

ral things. This then is the nature of us 
vho are under the law, and, what a na- 
ture is it! ſinful! defiled ! yea, dead | 
Seeing theſe things are ſo, how vain 
is an attempt to build upon the law for 
ſalyation; for firſt, we have broken 
every command, we have violated every 
precept; what can we do? can we fulfil 
it N we have. broken it! Secondly, it is 
contrary to our nature to fulfil it; and, 
thirdly, paſt our ſtrength. 

Jo build upon a. law, which we have- 
broken, how fruitleſs | to build for the- 
blefſedneſs of heaven, upon a law which- 


do 


rot 


can do: for if found guilty of 
| we l Selon, the apoſtle informs us, 
we am Erg "Gal. "il. 10.“ For cur- 
ſed is every one that continueth not in all 
things written in the book of the law to 
dem fo Jam ii. 10. Whoſoe ver 
offendeth in one Point, is guilty of the 
whole. As well may a murderer rely 
upon that læw for pardon which condemns 
him, as a finner to build upon the 
moôral law for heaven, which curſes him. 
And te prove this to be a ſandy founda- 
rion, hear what St Paul writes: to the Ro- 
mans, ch. iii. 20. By the deeds of the 
law no flefh Rving hall be juſtified in his 
(i. e. God's) fight.” Alio Gal. in. 11, 
« 'Butthat no — is juſtiſied in the fight 
of God, it is evident: likewiſe Gol. i. 
e 06 uf Tighteouſneſs come by the lay, 
Chriſt is dead in vain.“ Evident therefore 
it is, chat man cannot be ſaved by ful - 
FHlling the law. In the firſt place, becauſe 
he has no inclination ; ſecondly, becauk 
he has not power; and thirdly, (even ſup- 
| pong he hed an inclination and power) 
| becauſe the ſcripture informs us, Ron. 
iii. 26. „By the deeds of the law no ſleſt 
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will no 


Iu] 


But » ſecond. foundation. there is, por 
which many build. for eternity, and will 


————ů —— that tho 
it be true no one can fulſil e Wo 


yet, ſay they, God is merciful; and,will 
uke A will for the deed, and; what thay: 


leave yndone, Jeſus Chriſt will make un; 


ſo that Jeſus Chriſt and themſelves will 


make a perfect work of ĩt. ut were ſuck: | 


to remember what has been ſaid, and what 


may be eited again, 4 By the deeds of the 
law no fleſh -liviog ſhall be juſtified;” . - 


neither in whole, nor in part, ſurely they 
rely hereon .Qhb.!. how: 
bumbling this: do&rine:! how abaſing ! 


not to Allow man to have a ſhate in 
working out his ſalvation; nor permit him 


to ſhate in the glory of redemption's work. 


No, it-muſt not be allowed; Chriſt will 
not admit a ſinner to ſit with him upon the 
throne, or elſe were he to aſcend above the 
ſkies, inſtead of ſinging Pſal. kv. 1.— 


Not unto us, O Lord, not unto. us, but 


unto thy name be all the praiſe, and all 


the glory ;” he would ſing Chriſt and :ſelf 
or, I did what 1 could, and Chriſt made 
cp ung '- What blaſphemy is 
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